
Solar power for 
South Africans 
Canon is sponsoring a solar lighting 
project to help rural and disadvantaged 
communities in South Africa. 

More than 250 residents in the communities 
of Orange Farm, Khatorus and New Jerusalem 
in the Gauteng province will benefit from the 
power of the sun to light their homes thanks 
to a joint initiative between Canon South 
Africa and non-profit organisation Segametsi 
Hope SA.

The Canon Segametsi Solar Light Project 
2014 – part of the Lighting Rural Africa Project, 
which aims to install solar lighting solutions 
into three million households in Africa – will 
see Canon provide 250 BettaLight solar 
lighting units to the neediest communities.

Launched in January and due for 
completion in December 2014, the project 
represents the second phase of a programme 
in which 58 solar lighting systems were 

Smarter technology means energy efficiency
As part of our commitment to reducing the environmental impact of our business, 
Canon Europe has been working hard to cut the energy we consume by improving 
the efficiency of our information technology (IT) systems.  

According to the 2013 Canon IT Governance 
Report, which sets out how IT can help 
enhance the long-term sustainable success 
of the business, we are making significant 
progress in reducing energy usage in our 
operations. 

Data centres
We have replaced the majority of our servers 
with modern, energy-efficient systems and 
introduced server virtualisation, a technique 
that allows us to run multiple independent 
virtual operating systems on a single 
physical server. The result is a significant 
reduction in the energy required to power 
and cool our data centres, with consumption 
falling from 4.4 million kilowatt hours (kWh) 
in 2009 to 2.8 million kWh in 2013.

Desktop computing
Efficiency improvements here, based on the 
latest inventory of 84% of our PCs and 94% of 
our laptops, include:

• A decrease in average power consumption 
for each PC of approximately 6 watt-hours 
and for each laptop of approximately 1 watt-
hour in 2014 compared to 2012. A further 
improvement is expected this year thanks to 

the energy-efficient hardware we installed to 
support Windows 7.  

• All PCs and laptops are EnergyStar® 
rated while 99.7% of PCs and 93% of 
laptops surveyed are certified EPEAT Gold. 
EnergyStar® qualification means the device’s 
typical energy consumption is among the 
most efficient while EPEAT certification shows 
compliance to energy efficiency as well as a 
more comprehensive set of environmental 
criteria covering the complete product lifecycle.

Canon Europe is committed to reducing 
its energy requirements to maintain our 
environmental management system, reduce 
costs, comply with legislative and regulatory 
requirements and give us a competitive 
advantage when submitting tenders. 

We will continue to introduce initiatives 
to make our infrastructure more efficient, 
including encouraging staff to shut down 
or put in sleep mode their laptops and PCs 
when they are not working. In January, there 
was a marked improvement in the number 
of employees switching off their computers 
when not in use thanks to the enhanced 
power management settings of Windows 7. 
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New Canon EMEA 
sustainability report
Released in May, the 2013 Canon EMEA 
Sustainability Report demonstrates our 
continued commitment to do business 
responsibly while helping our customers 
pursue sustainable growth.

As well as covering 2013 activities under our 
three key pillars of environment, business 
and society, the report includes a new 
section called ‘Supporting our customers’. 
This gives examples of some of the ways 
we help our customers – from commercial 
printers and global corporates to hospitals – 
grow their businesses more sustainably.

We have once again benchmarked the 
report against Global Reporting Initiative 
(GRI) guidelines; 
the new report 
and GRI table are 
available on the 
Canon Europe 
website – see 
the Sustainability 
section in 
“About Us”. The 
report has been 
translated into 16 
languages and 
localised reports 
are available on 
relevant NSO websites.
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Canon Europe joins 
UNGC UK network
After signing up to the UN Global 
Compact (UNGC) in January this year, 
Canon Europe has also joined the UNGC 
UK network. 

Membership includes the opportunity to 
consult with UK government departments 
and international policy leaders on proposed 
developments, and also to network and raise 
our profile with like-minded organisations, 
sharing experiences and best practice at 
dedicated events. 

UK network members include global 
corporates such as BP, Diageo, HSBC, 
GlaxoSmithKline and Aviva, many of whom 
are our customers or potential customers.
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Best environmental practices award 
The commitment shown by Canon Middle 
East to integrating sustainable practices 
across its business was recognised at a 
prestigious annual awards ceremony held 
in Dubai in March.

Canon Middle East received the Best 
Environmental Practices in the Arab World 
award, the only private sector organisation to 
be recognised by the Arab Organization for 
Social Responsibility at its annual  
awards ceremony. 

Canon Middle East was also presented with 
a Certificate of Excellence, acknowledging 
its achievements in developing and 
implementing strategies that contribute 
to social development and environment 
protection in the region. 

Anurag Agrawal, Managing Director, Canon 
Middle East, says: “We are truly honoured 
to be recognised in the private sector for 
best environmental practices by the Arab 
Organization for Social Responsibility. At Canon 
Middle East we are committed to integrating 

our global philosophy of Kyosei, the purpose 
of living and working together for the 
common good, into our everyday activities 
and giving back to the communities in which 
we operate.

“We believe in conducting business 
responsibly and strive to ensure sustainable 
economic growth, delivering value for 
customers and stakeholders, while 
supporting Canon’s global CSR efforts and 
spearheading local initiatives that are core to 
our EMEA wide business.”

Canon Middle East continues to invest 
heavily in sustainable best practices in the 
region. It was awarded the Dubai Chamber 
CSR Label in 2012 and 2013 and achieved 
ISO 14001 recertification last year from the 
International Organization for Standardization. 
In addition, the company supports the work 
of the Emirates Environmental Group as well 
as WWF through its partnerships with WWF 
International and EWS-WWF.
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installed in Khatorus during the pilot phase. 
“South Africa is blessed with abundant 

sunshine, which offers a clean, unlimited and 
free source of energy,” says Michelle Janse van 
Vuuren, Marketing Manager, Canon South 
Africa. “Through this programme we can help 
needy households harness the sun’s energy 
to power the lights in their homes, while 
cutting down on their energy costs.” 

The project’s beneficiaries will pay a rent of 
R40 (approximately ¤2.8) per month for the 
solar lighting system. Some of the cost can 
be recouped by asking community members 
to pay a small fee to use it to charge their 
mobile phones.  

As part of the project, co-operatives will 
be set up to train local people to install and 
maintain their solar lighting solutions. Once 
the 250 units sponsored by Canon South 
Africa have been set up, the co-operatives will 
be able to apply for additional state funding to 
purchase more units. 

The latest initiative is an extension of an 
existing Canon South Africa commitment 
to install 10 solar lighting systems for every 

Canon ImagePRESS sold in 2014. As the 
magazine went to press, 50 solar lighting 
units had been provided so far. 
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Do the 
right thing

Sustainability is an integral part of the 
way we operate as demonstrated by our 
latest initiatives, from conserving energy 
in the office to community projects. 
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