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INTRODUCTION 
 

The mandate to impact the nations through the marketplace is the calling of all Christians who 

find themselves in business.  We have come to understand that there is only one way for “the 

kingdom to come and His will to be done” in business, and that this requires a discipline and 

commitment that will cost everything.   

 

This is the story of the Carewell Group as told by Erni Visser, founding director and CEO; of  

how God taught us what He requires of His people in the marketplace.  It tells the spiritual 

story; the story behind the events and circumstances that led to the founding of the company, 

its spectacular growth and impact in 1998 and ‘99, and the conflict that led to its decline and 

reconstruction in 2000 and 2001.  It is the story of a team of God’s children, sold out to Him 

and to His purposes; that seek His Kingdom, His will and His ways and find it “as a pearl of 

great price”. At great personal cost, each played a part in the drama that unfolded. The 

lessons are indeed priceless, and could not have been learned apart from the circumstances 

that God unfolded for them.   

 

It is also the story of a new breed of pioneers. Perhaps even, those for whom God has waited, 

to accomplish His Kingdom agenda in Africa.  The calling to the marketplace has been 

emphasised to the Body of Christ since the beginning of the 90’s.  It is in response to this 

calling that Carewell was founded.  It is no exaggeration to say that no one had been this way 

before. It was unchartered territory and we had to be taught by the Lord Himself.  By no means 

have we learned it all. We understand that in many ways we have only just started; but we 

have learned some things.  The difference between a kingdom company and a company 

run on kingdom principles is a key revelation.  The grave dangers of presumption have 

been emphasised to us again and again; and the unfathomable value of the timeless 

principles of righteousness and truth, are lessons that have been burned into our conscience.   

 

The story has been documented to preserve the testimony of the Group for what it is worth.  

However, we believe that some may gain insight from it that will save them the pain and 

anguish that we went through, and it may also save valuable time and resources.  We also 

believe that when all is said and done God will be glorified in what He has accomplished 

through His servants and that, in at least in some measure, we would have been privileged to 

partner with Him in building a kingdom business in our generation. But in the final analysis it is 

our testimony that He who called us is Faithful and True; and that all the power and honour 

and glory are His – also that of the marketplaces of the world (Haggai 2:6-9). 
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1 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

 

The founding of the Carewell Company 

 

Three aspiring young entrepreneurs, born-again and fired up to serve the Lord in the corporate world, 

gave birth to a company called Carewell. All three of us were committed to serve the Lord and agreed 

that we should do business in a way that would serve the Kingdom of God. We proclaimed that the 

ultimate calling of Carewell would be to comply with what God had in store for His people in Africa, in 

particular the healthcare environment. None of us really understood God’s agenda and His calling for 

this new company. 

 

We started the company in confidence and in faith, with virtually no equity or capital. I was identified to 

be the person responsible for finance and immediately was given the task to also raise the capital for 

this project. The second partner was responsible for the development of the medical care aspect, and 

the other for information technology, legal and administrative support.  

 

It is important to state that the company’s original foundations were worldly foundations. Our first 

objective, as business-minded people often argue, was to make a living from it, even to make a lot of 

money out of it. Our second objective was to touch people and to further God’s Kingdom plan in Africa. 

I would only learn much later that this attitude was in direct contrast to 1 Timothy 6:5 & 6 (Amplified 

Bible): 

 

..., who imagine that godliness or righteousness is a source of profit (a money making 

business, a means of livelihood), from such withdraw. [And it is, indeed, a source of 

immense profit, for ] godliness accompanied with contentment ... 

 

At that stage, round about 1997, I was a successful management consultant with a thriving business. 

Over a period of time, I became fully committed to Carewell, which later became a group of companies. 

During that year we went to America and Europe, promoting the company, the concept and the 

Carewell model. The need for raising capital increased from month to month as the Company continued 

in a debt spiral, continuously increasing its overdrafts and not succeeding in raising additional capital 

and/or concluding transactions that would generate a constant stream of revenue. 
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Towards the end of 1997 one of the founder members left Carewell to focus on his profession.  

 

Prophecies and a Word from the Lord 

 

I am a chartered accountant with an MBA qualification and through my professional career had 

developed a very lucrative management consultancy business. During that period I earned a monthly 

income of up to four times what a typical professional person could wish for. Although Carewell was 

handled in my spare time as a “part-time” company, I soon realised that it would take most of my energy, 

and time. 

 

Being a young Christian (I only accepted the Lord during 1994 and was still very much a baby in Christ) 

I was searching for the Holy Spirit’s work and manifestations in my life. During February 1995 at a 

service at the Emmanuel Church in Kempton Park, the pastor brought a prophetic word for the business 

people of the congregation. We were all called to the front of the church and I had the most awesome 

experience. It was that day as if the Lord was speaking to me directly and the words were engraved into 

my spirit. After the event I was dumbfounded and speechless - I could literally not speak for almost half 

an hour. God’s word that day was that He was calling individuals to work for Him and that they 

would release millions into his Kingdom Plan.  

 

I immediately took this word as a typical businessman would, that the Lord was going to bless my 

businesses with millions in order that I could decide how much and when to bless the Kingdom. I walked 

around with this belief for more than four years, until June 1999. 

 

One good morning during 1996 the Lord gave me Isaiah 42 from verse 1 to 9. That morning I fell on my 

face and was too scared to get up. I realised that the calling was so big and scary that I had no words. I 

almost hoped that if I could lie there long enough, that the word might pass to someone else. 

 

Pastor Johan Steyn used to say: “When God is after you, then there is no escape”. 

 

It took me months to internalise Isaiah 42 in my spirit and to accept the word. It was also clear to me that 

Isaiah 42 was the calling for Carewell.  Besides these two profound events in my life, I received many a 

word and confirmation from the Lord that Carewell was from Him.  

 

Financial pressures 

 

Carewell’s financial pressures increased in a downwards spiral towards the end of 1997 and the 

beginning of 1998. My personal consultancy business slowed down dramatically as I was almost 
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entirely committed to Carewell. I continued to fund myself and the Carewell Group of Companies from 

my personal savings, but this source was drying up rapidly. In the first couple of days in February 1998, 

my medical partner (also the majority shareholder), was pushing me to give up the Carewell dream and 

suggested that we should close the Companies down. He used the illustration of a blue baby that died 

because it did not get enough oxygen. He thought it best that I should go on with my consultancy 

business and that he would continue with his profession. 

 

I responded very angrily and stated that if that were the case, then I would have to tear all of the pages 

out of my Bible. God’s prophetic words to us concerning Carewell were so intertwined with my own faith 

walk that I just could not abandon it. Some may call it arrogance, even ignorance - I call it faith. I went to 

the bank and withdrew the last savings I had to see the company through the month end of February 

1998. 

 

 

The Miracle 

 

At this time, a business contact of Carewell phoned me. We scheduled a short meeting and they 

proposed that we could launch a project in South Africa and raise the necessary finance. 

 

Due to the pressure on me at the time, I was impatient and stated to them that they should not phone me 

again unless they had real finance on the table. I suggested a pilot project of five clinics with a 

capitalisation of approximately five million Rand.  

 

Let us just refer to individuals as Mr V and Mr T.  Mr V was the individual who claimed that he had the 

ability to raise the finance for the project. Mr T was a medical doctor that claimed that he would be able 

to bring Black Empowerment to the project, a critical success factor at the time. I agreed, if the deal 

could be done as soon as possible. 

 

Roughly forty-eight hours later Mr V called me to a meeting with a potential investor. We met and the 

investor insisted that a pilot project of five clinics was too small and that he wanted to see a project of 

more than seventy clinics, with a capitalisation of at least R70 million. I argued adamantly against such 

a large project, but after a long discussion ultimately conceded that I would prepare, that very night, a 

business plan that could balance back to a capitalisation of R70 million. I completed a rough business 

plan and handed this over to Mr V.  

 

About two days later I got a frantic call from Mr V claiming that the business plan had been approved 

and that we needed to go to Cape Town to go and sign the contracts. We all flew to Cape Town for 

intensive negotiations and on 26 February 1998 we signed contracts with funders who would venture in 
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the South African Carewell project. On 28 February 1998 the R70 million was deposited into the 

company’s bank account. 

 

To me this was a miracle, given the background and the run up to this event. I walked around and 

praised the Lord and told everybody about the miracle. I was very excited, because we now had the 

opportunity to build seventy clinics in South Africa and not only to make a lot of money, but also have the 

opportunity to carry God’s Word to millions of people. 
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2 
 

BEING PRESUMPTIOUS  
IN A KINGDOM BUSINESS 

 

 

All going well and according to plan 

 

As a businessman I perceived all to be well. We were building clinics all over South Africa; we were 

appointing people; we were building our head office; we were negotiating deals backwards and 

forwards every day; we were on SABC news on numerous occasions; documentary programs were 

planned and made about what we were all about; we were interviewed on the radio and we were 

reported on in the newspaper almost every week. It is fair to say that we were the flavour of the month 

and the happening of the year! 

 

We had our hiccups as every company in the business environment has. It was not always easy to 

manage the whole process and it was not easy to keep it all together, but you could expect that from a 

company that mushroomed overnight. Except for minor differences, everybody was very excited about 

the future and about what was happening. 

 

We started to train spiritual counsellors for each clinic who offered a free counselling service to the 

public. We heard of many miracles and testimonies that these counsellors testified about. We had an 

intercession group that prayed regularly at our head office and some of the leaders met weekly in a cell 

group. We had intensive prayer sessions for Carewell. Surely, we thought, we were giving substance 

and body to our company as a Kingdom company. It was all going so well! 

 

 

My mistake 

 

Business picked up according to plan and all was evidently going very well.  In this circumstance I 

expected to be happy and full of joy. But on the contrary I realised that something was wrong. I walked 

about like somebody with a nagging toothache. I could not put my finger on it and none of my friends 

and prayer partners could shed any light on the issue. There was a deep unrest in the inner chambers of 

my spirit. 
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On 15 February 1999, early in the morning, before daybreak, I was sitting on a dam wall, speaking to the 

Lord. For the second time in my life, I heard the Lord say load and clear:  

  

“Come right, step aside, or I will remove you!” 

 

Once before I had heard God say the same words to another person. What followed in that person’s life 

alarmed me so much that I knew I definitely did not want it to happen to me. When God speaks like that 

it is extremely serious. This time I clearly realised that God had spoken to me. But, I did not understand 

what I had done wrong.  I sat there in shock trying to figure out what was going on. The Holy Spirit posed 

the following questions: 

 

“Did you ask Me if the R70 million was from me?” 

“Why did you not trust me for R140 million on the 1
st

 of March 1998?” 

 

It struck me that I was presumptuous to have assumed that the R70 million was from the Lord. All the 

circumstances and our particular need then, pointed to exactly that. I realised that I had made a very 

serious mistake by accepting, signing and entering into the transaction on 26 February 1998. 

 

It also struck met that Satan can also send money and in my eagerness to resolve the financial pressure 

I assumed that this was from the Lord. I realised that I had not moved on God’s Word, but on the 

circumstances and pressures of the world. I had been impatient, and like Abraham had given birth to an 

“Ishmael”. I should have waited for God’s promise to become a reality in His own time and the birth of 

the promised “Isaac”! 

 

 

Repentance 

 

When the reality of the truth struck me I went into repentance before the Lord. The words, “Come right, 

step aside, or I will remove you!” were very real in my mind. I made a choice to correct the path and 

to commit myself to the correction. I did not fully understand what that choice meant.  

 

Sometime after the repentance the Lord showed me a wheelchair in a vision and asked me to get into 

the wheelchair and to act as a disabled person! This to me meant that the Lord said, “You will not do 

anything; I will do it all and only when I ask you to, you will move as I clearly instruct you to.” 

 

I realised that the Lord was about to take me on a trip in the wheelchair and that the scenery around me 

would continuously change as we progressed down this avenue. 
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It may sound easy to some, but to me as a real go-getter or as a “make it happen person”, it was not an 

easy assignment. Nevertheless I knew that it was the only choice I had to “come right”, otherwise the 

two other options would become a reality: I would be taken out, or permanently removed. I realised that 

God was serious about the matter and that I was skating on very, very thin ice. 

 

 

The Foundations 

 

At that point many teachings in South Africa focussed on prosperity and that it was the desire of God to 

bless His people and businesses that are run on Kingdom principles. 

 

I was taught different principles, straight from the Throne Room. God taught me, for instance, that there 

was a difference between a business run on Kingdom principles and a Kingdom business!  

 

 

A business run on Kingdom principles is a business that complies with the principles as found in the 

Word of God. Christians would control such a company:  

 

• pursue the objectives, vision and mission they believe the Lord has laid in their hearts; and 

• then expect and pray for God’s blessing over the activities and the businesses.  

 

I believe there are many Christians doing this. I do not suggest in any way that there is something wrong 

with this approach. 

 

However God had a different plan for Carewell. Carewell was intended to be a Kingdom business. 

What is the difference, you may ask? 

 

We have learnt over these years that there are a few fundamental foundational blocks that are different 

in a Kingdom company. Only to mention a few of the most important ones: 

 

• Ownership must be in the hands of the Lord. The Lord needs to sanctify the company, industry 

and structures. 

• Righteousness must be the blueprint of all activities. The foundations and structures must be 

uncompromisingly righteous.  

• To trust the prompting of the Holy Spirit and not follow the rational/carnal mind is 

perhaps the most difficult process to follow. We have learnt that as businessmen, our biggest 

struggle is the fight between our own minds, skills, education and the reality of the business 
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world versus how the Holy Spirit requires us to do business. 

 

The intention of this little book is not to discuss these principles - we will deal with them in another 

publication. The important issue is that God was busy replacing the worldly foundations of the company 

with Kingdom building blocks. I did not realise this in the beginning but today I can see God’s fingerprint 

on each foundation block. 
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THE DANIEL CHALLENGE 
 

 

In the last weekend of February 1999 we found ourselves as a family in the Drakensberg. I had lots of 

time with the Lord in the mountains. During the weekend the Holy Spirit impressed it on my spirit that I 

had to study the book of Daniel. After a while I felt that I knew the book so well that I could almost repeat 

it in parrot fashion. I was uncertain what the Lord was speaking to me about and could not put my finger 

on any specific aspect of Daniel’s life story. 

 

 

The Faith Tester 

 

Very early on the Sunday morning of that weekend I sat watching the daybreak over and the beauty of 

the Amphitheatre of the Drakensberg. As I did so, I felt a clear challenge in my spirit.  

 

Confess that you believe My Word. 

 

I was reminded of Matthew 17:20 & Matthew 21:21 where Jesus said that if you had a grain of faith the 

size of a mustard seed, you could command a mountain to throw itself in the sea and it would obey you.  

 

Wow!  

 

It struck me that I had just gotten myself cornered. I was staring at the huge mountain in front of me, and 

the Scripture says, with faith as a grain of a mustard seed, I will be able to move this mountain 

into the sea! 

 

I stood there in panic because I realised the conflict in my mind between reality, faith and God’s word. I 

sat down and felt defeated by the Truth. Needless to say, I felt very inadequate and despondent.  

 

God our Father, the amazing Gentleman, started to work in my spirit, calming me down. I felt that I, as a 

starting point, should play it off in my mind. I measured the mountain with my eyes and in my 

imagination I commanded it to lift itself and cast itself into the sea. The next moment I had a bird’s eye 

view. I looked down at the ocean and I tried to find a place in the sea where this huge mountain could go 
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and not cause any damage. Many things went through my mind. What about the ships, boats and sea 

life that would be affected by this huge mountain being cast into the sea? What enormous tidal waves 

would be caused!  My imagination ran riot. After a while I was exhausted. I realised that it is not that 

easy to answer God! Most of us accept His Word carte blanche and believe it. But I realised to believe 

it, means that you must be willing to act upon it. 

 

 

The Daniel challenge 

 

After that tiring experience I stood up from there, and my thoughts turned to consider a really good 

breakfast, but I realised that the Lord had not finished with me and that I should sit down again. I was 

then reminded of Daniel who had been thrown into the lion’s den, and of his friends who were thrown 

into the fiery furnace. It struck me that it must have been an exceptional level of faith that had been 

required of Daniel and his friends, to see them through those two real life experiences. I then clearly 

heard the Lord challenging me: 

 

“Will you be a Daniel for Me?” 

 

“Will you trust Me to keep you safe in the lion’s den?” 

 

“Will you have the faith to follow My instructions in obedience and to trust in Me?” 

 

“What is the level of your commitment?” 

 

I sat there, too scared to respond. I pondered the different options. I can remember that I was seriously 

concerned with what level of faith a grain of mustard seed represented. I was silent for some time. It 

seemed like the clock had come to a standstill and that the Lord, and the mountain, patiently waited for 

my answer. 

 

I remembered my undertaking before the Lord only two weeks before, to sit in a wheelchair and act as a 

lame person. This disabled person can do nothing when the Person in control of the wheelchair pushes 

the wheelchair forward. He must simply trust the Person and watch the scenery around him change.   

 

It was about to get more serious. The next moment I felt that the Lord put the following challenge to me: 

 

“Will you walk into the lion’s den when I ask you, or will I have to throw you into the lion’s den?” 

This question got me silent for at least a week.  After a serious effort at self-denial on my part, I could get 

myself to the conclusion that I would walk into the lion’s den! 
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PLANTING OF THE KINGDOM FLAG  
 

 

Life and business continued back at Carewell. The only change that I experienced was that as we 

continued to increase our successes many things seemed unacceptable to me. I became restless and 

impatient. Every morning before I went to work I pleaded with the Lord that He had to help me to 

manifest more of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I was frustrated with myself, no one else, because I realised the seriousness of my mistake back in 

February 1998. When I look back on those days, I realise that I did not act as a disabled person in a 

wheelchair but that my frustration and eagerness to “fix up” the situation, got the better of me. I was 

often out of the wheelchair quickly helping the Lord. 

 

 

Declaration 

 

At about 04h00 on 10 March 1999 I found myself at my computer, almost as if I was sleepwalking, busy 

typing a document. The entire experience was almost like a dream. I looked at the document in front of 

me and realised that this was a declaration that had to be made to the Executive management of the 

Carewell Group. 

 

I felt like Mel Gibson in Braveheart who had to fight his way up to the top of the mountain to plant the flag 

in the enemy’s territory. I looked at the content of the declaration and realised that this would cause an 

immense conflict between myself, and the executives of the Carewell Group SA.  

 

In summary the declaration said the following: 

 

• The time has come to turn around. 

• Carewell’s calling was given to us by the Lord through Isaiah 42; 

• God is in control and the Holy Spirit will lead us in how and what to do. 

• God is in control and will allow nobody else to take control. 

• Discipline will be enforced and appropriate punishment will follow if we do not adhere to the 

prompting of the Holy Spirit. 
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• We need unity in the vision and calling. 

• And in closing: “Those who are prepared to submit to God and His principles, welcome. 

Those who will not submit will be removed! Jesus loves you!” 

 

As the truth of this declaration dawned on me, I realised that it would not be accepted. The individuals in 

the management team were already looking at me as a total “Jesus freak” and might suspect that I had 

a personal agenda within Carewell. 

 

 

Confirmation from the Lord 

 

I walked around with this declaration in my file and waited for the next executive committee meeting that 

was scheduled for the 15
th
 of March 1999. I must be honest that, as I walked around, I started to doubt 

the appropriateness of this declaration and started to contemplate how else I could do what the Lord 

asked me. 

 

On Sunday morning March 14, we were in a worship session in a church meeting when somebody 

tapped me on the shoulder and quietly passed me a piece of folded paper. I knew the brother as one 

who truly walks very close to God.  I opened the paper and noted that it was dated 12 March 1999: 

 

“I sense God says: “Erni fear not, you shall not die. Just do as I tell you. Tell the people to 

make a choice on whose side they are. Let the Spirit of God clothe you with Himself and 

allow Him to take full possession of you. Then speak as I tell you. The true God-fearing 

people will gather with you and follow you. There will be a sifting process in the 

Company. There will be a testing of hearts ... ” 

 

I was stunned. I had not spoken to anybody about the declaration. This word had to be a confirmation 

from the Lord! I was convinced. 

 

 

Planting of God’s flag in the territory of the enemy  

 

At the executive meeting on the 15
th
 of March 1999, I walked in and handed out the declaration to all the 

executive committee members. At first they frowned and thought I was making a joke. Then, realising 

that I was serious about this, they got angry. I tried to soften the blow, but the more I tried, the worse it 

got.  At one stage they shouted at me, and said that I thought that I was God! They attempted to shoot 

the messenger. They did not accept the declaration or the word at all. This spelt the end for me at the 

Carewell Group. They called me a racist and demanded my resignation. 
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I knew I had planted a flag of the Kingdom of God in the territory of the enemy. Needless to say, the 

enemy was furious.  

 

From then onwards the atmosphere and working environment became almost unbearable. I did not 

receive any specific word from the Lord whether to resign from the Carewell Group SA or to continue 

with the business of Carewell International. In the wheelchair, I had to wait on the Lord.  Only during the 

month of May 1999 I received a clear instruction from the Lord to resign and I duly did so. I stepped 

down at the end of May. By now the atmosphere was unbearable. 
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THE DESERT 
 

 

By the end of May, beginning of June 1999, my family and I were totally exhausted. The spiritual trauma 

forced my wife and I to ask pertinent questions about our future in the light of God’s will for our lives. We 

needed a holiday as far as possible away from civilisation in a place where nobody could get hold of us. 

We decided on a long rest in Namibia and packed our vehicle and trailer and left. 

 

We literally disappeared into the desert. We travelled from one remote site to another for almost three 

weeks; only stones, sand and God. It was a wonderful time with the Lord and we could reconsider, 

evaluate and review everything that has happened in the last eighteen months. As a family we received 

wonderful promises and prophetic words from the Lord. 

 

 

War between the House of David and the House of Saul 

 

Towards the end of the three weeks, the Lord gave me a Scripture that I did not understand at the time. 

He gave me 2 Samuel 2:12 to 32 and 2 Samuel 3:1.  It was clear to me that God gave me a rhema 

word for my situation by showing a parallel between my situation and the war between the House of 

David and the House of Saul. In summary, the following points stood out for me in these Scriptures: 

 

• no mercy; 

• it was war; 

• it was inside Israel, but between two groups; 

• it was civil war; 

• 360 of Saul’s House died; 

• 20 of David’s House died; 

• the House of Saul started the fight; 

• there was a long war between the House of Saul and the House of David; and  

• David grew stronger and stronger, but the House of Saul grew weaker and weaker. 

 

At first the word did not mean much to me as I was unaware of what was happening back in Pretoria. 

We were out of reach for almost three weeks and I was of the opinion that after my resignation life would 

return to some form of normality. 



 20

 

I only realised later that the people who made their choice for God would become part of the House of 

David and that the people who made their choice against God would become part of the House of 

Saul. These two groups would then enter into a long drawn out battle over the months to come. 

 

 

First attempt to find Daniel guilty 

 

Still in Namibia, the Lord gave me Daniel 6:4. It was no surprise to me, as I knew that the Lord was 

speaking to me as a Daniel.  

 

The Scripture clearly states that the other executives of Carewell:  

 

“... sought to find occasion (to bring accusation) against Daniel concerning the 

Kingdom, but they could find no occasion or fault, for he was faithful, nor was there any 

error of fault found in him”. 

 

I realised that there would be some investigation into my work at Carewell and a case drawn up against 

me.  At that stage I received a telephone call from one of the members of the House of David, informing 

me that the directors of the Carewell Group SA decided to instruct an auditing firm to do a 

comprehensive forensic audit on all my activities in the group while I was the financial director. I 

immediately knew that they would not find anything, as the Lord had already spoken through Daniel 

6:4. 

 

In the meantime, the auditing forensic team and the legal advisor to the Group; let’s call him Mr P, 

confronted Mr V.  It became clear to Mr V that Mr P was on a witch-hunt with the very definite agenda to, 

in Mr P’s own words, “Nail Erni Visser to the wall.” Exactly the intention of Daniel’s enemies in Daniel 

6:4!  

 

Mr P had a number of examples with him of how they could nail me. Mr V confronted Mr P and said to 

him that he knew that it was not the truth and that he could not associate himself with a witch-hunt of this 

nature. Mr P got very aggressive and said to Mr V that he had to choose sides or find himself in the firing 

line. Mr P continued to state clearly that he would get me into jail and that if Mr V did not co-operate, he 

would also find himself in jail. Mr V laughed at Mr P and said that there was nothing wrong that there 

was no decision to make and that he would stand with the truth. Mr P stormed out of his office and said: 

“We will see later.” 

 

Upon our return from Namibia we found that the forensic audit had advanced quite far and that they 
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were confident that they were about to find enough faults to “nail” me. 

 

On the 14
th
 day of July 1999, which later on would prove to be a very significant date, a draft report was 

issued of their findings. 

 

The forensic audit team never completed their audit into a final report form but submitted their first draft 

report with a number of allegations. Mr V and I took the time to answer the report in detail and for every 

allegation we had proof or sufficient explanation. The draft forensic audit report was tabled at the 

Carewell Group SA Board and after a very long, emotional debate the Board concluded that they could 

not find any substantial evidence on which they considered it necessary to take further steps. Certain 

Board members were very upset about the allegations and were adamant not to leave the matter there. 

 

 

The continuation of a long drawn out war 

 

Despite the evidence of the forensic audit and the report, both of which were shelved as irrelevant, the 

conflict between the House of David and House of Saul continued.  It was clear that God’s hand was 

with the House of David and we experienced miracles in a situation that would otherwise have been 

impossible. Thankfully from November 1999 to March 2000 it started to quieten down and we all relaxed 

and started to focus on what we believed the Lord wanted to do. However, this was the lull before the 

storm. 
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6 
 

THE LION’S DEN 
 

 

At this stage I was convinced that I had already been through the lion’s den! I could justify to anyone that 

my experience of the past months had been a spiritual ‘lion’s den’, and that it was all over and done with.  

 

 

Kerry’s word from the Lord 

 

My eldest daughter, Kerry, had an immense desire that God would speak to her aloud. She had 

expressed this desire almost a year before, and we as parents prayed to the Lord that He would one day 

speak to her aloud. Kerry would, for example, go outside at night before she going to bed, look up to the 

sky and say out loud: “Good night Lord, I hope you had a good day! I am going to go to bed now and 

trust that You will have a good night’s rest”. She would speak to God as to a friend or her father. 

 

It was her birthday on the 3
rd

 March 2000. That afternoon she could not wait to get to me to tell me that 

the Lord had spoken aloud to her in the biology class. I was so excited for her that I forgot to ask her 

what the Lord had actually said. Much later I sat down with her to find out. She replied: “Daddy, He said 

that you are not through the lion’s den as yet.” 

 

You can imagine how shocked I was at this. I did not know what to expect or what it meant. I knew that 

something was cooking. 

 

 

Warrants for our arrest 

 

Totally unknown to Mr V and myself, the legal advisor of Carewell Group SA, Mr P, approached the 

court and the Department of Public Prosecution and managed to get an ex-parte (without any defence 

or knowledge of the party concerned) decision and court ruling against us. On the strength of the case 

presented, they issued warrants of arrest for both Mr V and myself. 

It is important to note that it was 10 March 2000, exactly one year after the Lord had woken me up in 

front of my computer with the typed out declaration that I had to deliver to the Executive of Carewell 

Group SA! 
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That evening the police arrived at both Mr V’s house and my house. Today both of us can testify of how 

God was in control. The police could not find either of us at home. Mr V was in Cape Town to compete 

in the Argus cycling tour. The Vissers were on their way to a family birthday only to return about 23h00.  

We were totally unaware of anything! 

 

Vanessa, my wife, and I had an early golf appointment at Magalies Park the following day. To be on 

time, we left our home at approximately 06h00 the Saturday morning. Our children stayed at home. 

While playing golf in Magalies Park, the police arrived at my home with a whole armed team to try and 

surprise me. Again the Lord made sure that we were not at home.  

 

This time, however, our children could tell us that the police were looking for us. The captain of the 

police team told the children that all they needed was a statement from me. The police team, thinking 

that we were playing golf at Silverlakes, then proceeded to drive from hole to hole searching for me! 

They later returned to our house, picked up a photo of me, and again went from hole to hole looking for 

me!  It was unthinkable that the whole police team would go to these lengths simply to get a statement!  

 

I immediately phoned an advocate, Krause Venter, who is also a good friend. He investigated the matter 

and found out that warrants for arrest for Mr V and myself had been issued. He suggested that we 

collect our children and come to his house.  He appointed an attorney and they started to negotiate with 

the investigating officer. The investigating officer was adamant that there were instructions from “higher 

up” to arrest both of us as soon as possible. However, to make their task easier, we agreed to hand 

ourselves over to the police.  

 

I then realised that this was the lion’s den experience that I had been warned about. 

 

 

Our arrest and the jail experience 

 

Mr V rushed back from Cape Town after receiving the news and on Monday the 13
th

 day of March 2000 

we went to the Commercial Branch of the SAP. We handed ourselves over and without delay we were 

arrested and booked. We were then taken to the special crimes court. The director of National 

Prosecution and the police made it clear that they would oppose bail and that they were looking at a 

minimum of 21 days in custody. 

We appeared in front of the magistrate that Monday morning and a bail application was postponed until 

the next day. 

 

In the meantime the director of Public Prosecutions had a court order to confiscate all our assets. On 
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10
th
 March 2000 they had frozen all bank accounts related to Mr V and myself, this included the all the 

company bank accounts. 

 

On the night of the 13
th
 March 2000, the officials of the Department of Justice arrived at our houses and 

collected whatever they considered to be of value. They confiscated our vehicles and a number of items 

in our homes. 

 

That evening Mr V and myself were sitting in a cold jail on the concrete floor with a single blanket.  

 

It was, to say the least, an emotional and very scary experience! 

 

It does not matter how many times I was warned and how prepared I was for the lion’s den - being inside 

it was quite a terrifying experience. I knew that this was the time when I could only trust in God and His 

Word. I knew, regardless of the physical reality around me, that His Word was true - He is the Provider 

and He wanted me in this place. 

     

Through all the emotional turbulence inside me, I tried to focus on the Lord. I borrowed a Bible from 

Krause that evening and felt that I had to read through the book of Daniel, again. When I got to chapter 

7, I realised that the Lord was speaking to me, and versus 23 - 28 were highlighted as Godly revelation 

in my spirit. 

 

 

Daniel 7: Fourth Beast Revelation 

 

It was as if the vision of Daniel in chapter 7, and the way that the angel explained it, was written 

specifically for us. Another rhema word comforted us. Let me explain: 

 

� Ten horns - In the Carewell Group SA we had 10 directors. I realised that the “another” was the 

legal advisor, Mr P.  Mr P was different from the former directors without any doubt. 

 

� Three of the horns (kings) were subdued. At that point in time, Mr P, Mr V and myself were 

uprooted (or resigned) as directors of Carewell Group SA. 

 

� Mr P spoke many words against the Most High (God). 

 

� Mr P changed and bent the law by using contacts in government circles to get the warrants for 

arrest and the court order. 
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� Mr V and myself were handed over at his mercy (the saints shall be given into his hands). 

 

� We will be given into his hand for a specific period of time: “for a time and times and half a 

time”. In my spirit I knew this was a rhema word and promise from the Lord that it would only be 

for a day and night, a day and night and a day! 

 

� “But the judgment shall be set (by the Court of the Most High), and they shall take away his 

dominion to consume it (gradually) and to destroy it (suddenly) in the end”. 

 

� “and the Kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the Kingdom and the whole Heavens 

shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High”. 

 

Sitting in a dark cold cell, I realised that the Lord explained to me exactly what was happening and was 

going to happen in the near future. I knew that this was the continuation of the long drawn out war 

between the House of David and the House of Saul.  

 

 

Bail Miracle 

 

I knew that the following verse was God’s word regarding our bail position: “for a time and times and 

half a time”. 

 

The word and promise from the Lord to us was that we would be in the hands of “the Beast” for a day 

and night (a time), a day and night (a time) and a day (a half a time)! 

 

I believed that we would be out of jail by Wednesday afternoon late. I started praising the Lord and 

prayed this revelation. I claimed it in the spirit and started to speak it out to everyone who wanted to 

listen. I must state that Mr V at that point in time was questioning the entire event, and could not come to 

peace. He heard me saying that we would be out by Wednesday evening, but doubted the reality of my 

revelation and claim. 

 

The next morning I shared with great excitement the revelation of the previous night with my legal team 

and to say the least, they were sceptical. They had tried to prepare me for the possibility that we would 

have to stay for twenty-one days. All reality pointed to this. The State made it their purpose and 

argument to keep us in custody for at least twenty-one days. It was stated openly by the representatives 

of the Director of Public Prosecutions that they wanted us in jail for as long as possible. They motivated 

the request by saying that, with us out of the way they could do a proper investigation. They also feared 

that we would leave the country with the “stolen money”. 
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I continued to hold on to the Lord’s promise and refused to acknowledge the reality, the advice of our 

legal team and all other indications were against us. 

 

My wife was put under immense pressure. All our assets were frozen, our bank accounts were frozen, 

all the company’s bank accounts were frozen and she had nowhere to turn to find any bail money.  That 

Tuesday afternoon late, after a long discussion between our legal team and the magistrate, the court set 

a bail of R 300 000 for each of us. What counted in our favour was that the State was unable to put a 

charge sheet forward to the magistrate of what we were actually charged for! They alleged and 

suggested a total theft of R55,000,000.  This left Vanessa with the awesome task of trying to find R300 

000 to get her husband out of jail. God provided the money through a miracle and at 17h30 that 

Wednesday afternoon we walked out of the police station on bail. That is a testimony that she still needs 

to tell! 

 

BUT WE PRAISED GOD! 

 

 

The perfect timing! 

 

I made a remark earlier that the dates would still prove to be important. Let me summarise the dates as 

follows: 

 

• 10 March 1999 – On this day I woke up with the declaration typed out on the computer. This 

was the day that I received the instruction to plant the Kingdom flag. 

 

• 15 March 1999 – On this day I handed the declaration to the Executive committee. This was the 

day that I planted the Kingdom flag. Remember I also said that I almost did not give the 

declaration on that day. 

 

• 10 March 2000 – On this day the warrants for our arrests were issued. Exactly one year later, to 

the day! 

 

• 15 March 2000 – On this day we were released on bail. Exactly one year later, to the day! 

 

It is amazing to realise to what extent God, our Father, plans the events of our lives in detail! I do not 

believe that we realize how much He takes care of us behind the scenes!  

 

It struck me that if I had delayed the handing over of the declaration to the Executive Committee, i.e. 
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planting the Kingdom flag on a day later than 15 March 1999, we would have stayed in jail longer!  

 

It is scary to realise the importance and consequences of absolute obedience at all times. 
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7 
 

COURT OF THE MOST HIGH 
 

 

Quoted from the Amplified Bible, Daniel 7:26 says: 

  

But the judgement shall be set [by the court of the Most High], and they shall take away 

his dominion to consume … 

 

When I read this for the first time, I did not understand what it meant. I did not know that God is seated 

as a Judge in a courtroom that exists in the realm of the spirit. 

  

One evening during a discussion a family friend told us about spiritual courts.  He told us of a lady in the 

USA who had been innocently entangled in the legal system, and of a terribly unfair fight she had gone 

through. She testified that only after she had gone to the spiritual court, her case took a turn for the 

better. In her situation it was a miracle! 

 

This testimony gripped my spirit and I knew the Lord was telling me something. I prayed about the 

matter for some time. 

 

 

Court of the Most High 

 

I realised that the Lord wanted me to bring the matter to the court. We as a family started an intense 

period of prayer over this matter and realised that it was a very serious affair. It took us a while to decide 

that I had to go to the court of the Most High.  We agreed that I had to find a very quiet and secluded 

place and that my family had to intercede for me while I was in the court. We decided that 4 June 2000 

would be the day for the event. 

 

We considered the matter to be very serious and said to each other that if I entered this court with any 

dirt on my hands or clothes, I would surely die on the spot! The picture of the Old Testament priests 

who, when they went into the Holy of Holies of the temple had to tie a rope around their ankle in case 

they died inside, was very real to me. 
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The Hearing: 4 June 2000 

 

My experience that day is difficult to explain and to express or to condense into written format. The best 

I can do is to suggest that it was an interactive vision, in which I played my role and the rest of the 

scenery changed as we continued, almost as if I was playing in a live movie! 

 

I walked into the courtroom of the Most High, which appeared to be similar to our Supreme Court in 

Pretoria.  I knew that the Throne of the Father and the throne of Jesus Christ were in front of me, but I 

did not see any details. In front of me was a large oval table at which some people were seated. As I 

entered into the courtroom, I had a place were I could stand. I was aware that Satan was somewhere on 

the right hand side of me. Again I did not see any details of him.  As I walked into the courtroom and took 

my place, I knew that I had to start presenting the case. I presented the history and all the events to the 

court without bias and as honestly as I could. This was a nerve-racking experience and took me plus 

minus forty minutes. I was never interrupted and communicated in one long speech all the information 

and detail. After I concluded, I waited, uncertain, for any instructions.  

 

Then it was so quiet that the silence rang in my ears. I realised that this court did not work in the same 

manner as our courts in Pretoria. All the information had already been disclosed and was available. 

Nobody needed to say another word. For me it felt like hours that I sat very quietly waiting for further 

instruction. I think it was only a few minutes, but it felt like eternity.  The next moment I felt that I had to 

write down a Word from the Lord. I was shaking and could not write properly.  First some instructions 

and promises came to me: 

 

• We need to seek God ‘s face at all times. 
 

• We need to give Him the problems and concerns and should stop trying to carry them 
ourselves. 

 

• We must watch carefully what He will do now! 
 

• The Lord wants us to be more sensitive / aware of what is happening around us. 
 

• The Lord wants us to pray and fellowship more with Him! 

 

The following Scripture came as the verdict: Ezekiel 7:14 to 27. From the Scripture it was clear that God 

would judge them according to their ways and that His wrath was on them. 

 

I realised that the judgement was in our favour!  
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8 
 

HIS DOMINION IS GRADUALLY 
CONSUMED 

 

 

In Daniel 7 verse 26 it continues to say that after the court of the Most High sat, that the dominion of the 

Beast will be consumed gradually and in the end be destroyed suddenly. 

 

By now I believed God ‘s Word without any doubt. But while you are in the situation, it seems like a 

never-ending saga and you find yourself continuously wishing the matter would end. As the days drag 

on, it almost seems unfair that it does not come to an end.  

 

After our arrest we had to contend with two different actions launched against us. The first was the 

ex-parte Rule-Nisi that was awarded by the Supreme Court. This Rule-Nisi meant that the State could 

confiscate and keep all our assets, including the frozen bank accounts, until the criminal case had been 

finalised. The legal test for Rule-Nisi is very stringent. 

 

Our legal team decided that our case was so strong that we should attack the Rule-Nisi first so we went 

back to the Supreme Court with a number of separate applications, one following the other.  

 

 

Gradually being consumed 

 

After each application we took to the Supreme Court, we returned in victory!  Every time the House of 

Saul became weaker and weaker and the House of David became stronger and stronger. 

 

Between March 2000 to December 2000 we took four applications to the court.  All our assets were 

given back to us, all the frozen bank accounts were released, the judge refused to extend or to award 

the Rule-Nisi on the review date and finally refused to give the State any security whatsoever against 

us. Eventually we also received a cost order against the State, instructing the state to pay all our costs. 

In the meantime the criminal case was postponed every time, and to this day the State prosecutor has 

failed to present a charge sheet to the court. Twice the magistrate gave a deadline to him to present us 

with a charge sheet. The State failed to do so every time. 
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It was so true that “the House of David grew stronger and stronger, and the House of Saul grew 

weaker and weaker!’ 

 

Daniel 7:26 was also relevant as the beast ‘s dominion was gradually consumed. 

 

We were eagerly awaiting the last part of Daniel 7:26: “ … to destroy it [suddenly] in the end”. 

 

The criminal case was finally postponed to 14 January 2002. At this stage we were fairly desperate as 

the charges against us had still not been defined (after 22 months) and the State seemed incapable of 

putting a charge sheet together. All we wanted was for the case to be concluded. 

 

 

Sudden end    

 

Prior to 14 January 2002 I was praying about our situation and the matter when the Lord took me back 

to Daniel 7. The second half of verse 25 stood out: 

 

“ … and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of 

time.” 

 

I then realised that we were in jail for two and a half days, and that this might also be an indication of the 

period that the case would continue. I eagerly grabbed my journal and paged back and noticed that the 

first forensic audit report was issued on July 14, 1999. Counting forward from that day, 14 January 2002 

was exactly two and a half years – a time and a time and half a time.-!  

 

I then knew that the case would end suddenly on 14 January 2002!  I fully expected that 14 January 

2002 would be the sudden end that verse 26 refers to.  

 

Our legal team, Mr. V and myself arrived at the court on 14 January 2002. The state prosecutor 

announced our case and within three minutes the case was ended!  The state prosecutor simply stood 

up and said the following: “The State herewith withdraws the case against the accused.”  The 

magistrate wrote something down, and without looking up, said: “I hear no complaints. You are free to 

go.” 

 

It almost felt like an anti-climax, but we could not have expected a more sudden end!
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9 
 

CONCLUSION 
AND LESSONS LEARNED 

 

 

There is no doubt that the Daniel challenge and ultimately Daniel 7 came true for us - word by word. 

There is no room for anybody to suggest that there is a possibility for any coincidence!  

 

I know God was in control, and I know that He did it as He planned it! I keep on asking myself what all 

the lessons are that we should learn from this experience. I still, to this day, believe that the full 

revelation has not come to us, and that we will still be learning as time go on.  

 

The lessons that I and our Group, have learnt from this are the following: 

 

1. Disobedience will cost you dearly 

 

If I delayed to hand in the declaration, as instructed and confirmed by God, to the executive 

committee beyond the 15
th
 March 1999, I would have stayed in jail longer! If I had been 

disobedient and not given it at the time when I was instructed, and decided by myself to give it in 

a week later, I would have paid a price! Look back at the dates in the above chapter and you will 

understand the importance of this point. 

 

2. Never act presumptuously 

 

I made a very serious mistake in February 1998 by accepting the seventy million rand 

investment without God’s confirmation. I was presumptuous. My mistake had put the entire 

calling and Kingdom plan for Carewell, now the JC Group, at risk! With repentance, and not just 

acknowledgement of my mistake, God’s mercy had been there for us.  

 

3. Correction brings about a time in the desert 

 

Once the Lord accepted my repentance for the mistake I had made in February 1998, He 

started to correct the matter, but there was a price for me to pay.  The price was a lion’s den 
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experience. But God is in the lion’s den. If you are willing to submit to His way, He will allow all 

things to work for good. The Lord had asked me if I was prepared for the lion’s den experience 

almost a year before it happened. I believe that if I chose not to follow His directives He would 

have removed me and the person next in line would have taken over! It was my choice! I believe 

that if I denied His request, that I would have found myself somewhere in the wilderness of the 

world doing something else. 

 

4. In desperate times, put your trust in the Lord 

 

The situation that Vanessa found herself in was desperate. She had to find between three and 

six hundred thousand Rand for bail for Mr. V and myself. All our assets were frozen; we had no 

savings or means that she could mobilize to access this money. Her husband, who always 

handled all the finances, was in jail. Vanessa had only our Father to lean and trust on! God 

opened the way and she was able to secure plus minus four hundred thousand Rand bail within 

24 hours! 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

I do not understand everything, but it does not matter to me. I was always a very proud person. My 

father used to say that I should protect my reputation at all costs; and that I would learn that it was 

important. This experience took those two things, my pride and my reputation, away forever. 

 

If you asked me if I am ashamed of being in jail, no I am not. I am however ashamed of the mistakes that 

I have made. But God has already forgiven me and He has no memory of wrongdoing. 

 

The Christian life is all about relationship with God and nothing more. 


