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The two business approaches are worlds apart!  

99% of all Christian businesses fall into the latter category.  

 

Aren't we taught that we must focus on our skills? do a Psychometric test to help with our 

career? what are we good at? what we want to do? what are we 'anointed' in? what experience 

we have? sometimes we may even ask where does God want us? Then identify your 

opportunity (your business "break"), work hard, pray hard, have faith in God and trust that He 

will bless the business.  

You know what? ……. More than often God will bless your business, will bless your efforts 

and will bless you! BUT only because of HIS MERCY!  

NOT BECAUSE YOU ARE BUILDING HIS KINGDOM!  

 

Does it sound very harsh? Well I want to suggest that may be God wants to say something to 

us and therefore it touches something that we would rather not bring into the open. For many 

years I believed that God has called me as a KING and that my businesses and my business 

efforts will be blessed by the Lord so that I can bless the Kingdom and Kingdom projects. 

Yes there are many, many examples of people and businesses that are true testimonies of this 

and yes I believe many people are "called" to do this and to be successful in order for the 

finances to flow to the Kingdom. Unfortunately for me and for some of you, God told us that 

we are "blocked funnels" and thus useless tools in His Kingdom building plan! 

 

A very distinct successful Christian businessman told me that  

 he believes that God wants to bless him and his business.  

 he does not believe that he needs to give away any of his wealth in order to be saved!  

 

I need to state early in this article that I agree with what he believes, but that there is more to 

it than just a straightforward, agree or not agree!  

 

I will attempt to touch on some of the issues during this article. 

 

1. Funnel and Mammon 

 

Think for a moment about a funnel.  

 

Some of the distinct characteristics are;  

 it does not keep anything back for its own comfort or safety (no savings for the 

day of tomorrow);  

 it trust entirely on the giver to use it and to pour more fluids into it (no own 

efforts or plans);  



 it does not have a control valve to regulate the outflow (I will decide when to 

give);  

 surplus will always remain in the funnel until it can flow out (this is our wealth 

until we die and it will flow out when you die or earlier when God the Provider 

decides so);  

 the size of the funnel will vary depending on the task (if you need to bless a 

nation then a funnel for a nation will be used by God).  

 

How many businesspeople can claim that they are a funnel for the Lord? 

 

To me, Mammon was always measured in wealth and money. I wish to submit 

another definition of Mammon for your consideration; 

 

'Any structure, any person or group that 'capture' or 'hold' wealth (riches), 

 for a longer period than intended by our Provider,  

thus indirectly and/or  directly creating or assisting in the creation of poverty,  

operates in the Mammon spirit!' 

 

Think about this definition as Christian businesspeople. All it actually asks of us is to 

be obedient to the Lord, well indirectly it requires that we hear His voice and that 

actually demands a relationship with Him! 

 

2. Business ran on Kingdom principles 

 

The world needs this type of businesses urgently. With the levels of corruption and 

immorality in our business environment, the Lord needs more and more Christian 

businesspeople to let His light shine. This is typically a Christian that loves the Lord, 

following at all times the Biblical principles, seeking God for His blessings and then 

blesses others with the surpluses. He may state that he is called to be a King and God 

may bless him out of mercy. Typically he would 'receive' favour, opportunities, good 

'breaks' etc. in the business environment and that will cause him to be very successful.  

 

The body of Christ needs many of these people.  

One question though, can God build his Kingdom on these businesses? I do not believe 

so ….. the foundations will never hold God's glory! At best this could be a Cyrus or a 

king that God use to help build the Kingdom. 

 

Just a few reasons for this: (a) ownership, it remains the individual's business and he 

asks for the blessings, (b) sharing of glory, does not matter what is being said to the 

contrary, you will always find some own gratification in the person's heart, and (c) 

building in this case is always on the worldly system and its foundations. 

 

There are only two financial systems in the world that we live in; the one we know very 



well (world financial system) and almost all of us only know how to operate in this, and 

the other (Kingdom financial system).  

We may understand this system or its principles, but we do not operate in it as Christian 

businesspeople.  

 

Please note that they are absolute opposites: (1) Agreed return on investment versus no 

agreed return on investment, (2) Always at a risk versus never at risk, (3) Unstable 

versus stable, (4) Ever-changing versus never changing, (5) No trust versus all the trust, 

etc.  

Where do you want to invest in? 

 

Business ran on Kingdom principles has it's foundations in the world. Test this in your 

own heart and let the Holy Spirit reveals the truth to you. If this is true for you, then let 

us then look at the principles of a Kingdom business. 

 

3. Kingdom Business 

 

Non-negotiable building blocks for this type of business would include;  

 That it belong to God and you are the steward, 

 That it is aligned in God's kingdom plan,  

 That God is in control and hundred percent obedience would be natural for all 

involved, 

 That all personnel are God's employees and He is to pay salaries,  

 That the consolidated result of the people involved in the enterprise are 

uncompromisingly righteous at all times and, 

 That the enterprise would understand its redemptive purpose.  

 

Does this sound impossible? NO, it is not impossible, but YES it will be difficult. 

 

Let us deal with some of the building blocks: 

 

a. Ownership 

This is a point that may cause you to stop reading this article, but I can only 

trust that the Holy Spirit will reveal to you the truth as God our Father intend 

you to understand. There is undoubtedly a difference between ownership and 

stewardship. I believe that we are not to own but to take care of 'things' 

entrusted to us, i.e. be stewards thus not owners! God does not bless us so that 

we may become 'fat cats' or live in comfort that matches our paradigms and 

requirements. He blesses us because he wants us to bless others, and in the 

same time we are blessed!  

 

As an entrepreneur and business owner, you may argue but I have given my 

business to the Lord and I am merely a steward holding the shares or interest. 



That might be true but how will you respond if the Lord gives you a structure, 

whereby you can give away the ownership and remain the appointed steward? 

Will you stick to your commitment? Well the Lord tested me almost 12 years 

ago while my business interests was valued (in worldly terms) many millions. 

This is when I realised what the saying means ' talk is cheap'. Ecc 5:13 states 

"There is a sore evil [which] I have seen under the sun, [namely], riches kept 

for the owners thereof to their hurt."  

 

b. Holy Spirit Guidance versus Our Own Mind 

 

This is a very difficult topic to implement. All of us understand the need to be 

lead by the Spirit, but how do we do that in business. Prayer time in the 

morning is pure and easy to hear the Lord's voice, but the moment we step into 

the daily rush, things get tougher. Questions and business issues such as; 

planning, daily commitments, our diaries, discernment, standing against the 

worldly rotten standards, profitability, honesty, bribes, litigation, etc. are 

extremely difficult and real issues, in our faces all the time. We do not have 

time to stop a business meeting and quickly go pray for guidance, but it is 

critical not to ignore the Holy Spirits guidance.  

 

However it is important to know that anything rushed is almost never from the 

Lord! 

 

I believe that we should operate with a single minded focus on the Holy Spirit 

and then, when you understand what the strategy is, or what you need to do in 

the specific situation (Wisdom), that is when we are allowed to use our minds 

on the implementation (Knowledge). We are however so groomed to use our 

minds and then to pray for God's blessings, or if we get stuck we may pray for 

wisdom. 

 

Obedience is then a critical component. We may never compromise, 

regardless of the consequences or pressures. 

 

c. Profitability the essence of every good business 

 

1 Timothy 6:5 Amplified states  

“And protracted wrangling and wearing discussion and perpetual friction 

among men who are corrupted in mind bereft of the truth, who imagine that 

godliness or righteousness is a source of profit [a moneymaking business, a 

means of livelihood]. From such withdraw.”  

 

As an entrepreneur and accountant this scripture (in isolation) confused me. It 

challenged my knowledge, believes, reasoning and understanding to such level 



that I was convinced it is impossible. I wondered how in the real business 

world, could the Lord expect from me never to imagine a profit or income 

from business?  

 

However, 1 Timothy 6:6 Amplified continues 

 “[And it is, indeed, a source of immense profit, for] godliness accompanied 

with contentment (that contentment which is a sense of inward sufficiency) is 

great and abundant gain.”  

 

I understand the following; if I look at a business venture in the kingdom for 

its profitability, 'I must withdraw from such', but if the Holy Spirit leads me 

into a venture, I should follow in obedience, and indeed there will be an 

immense profit! 

 

d. Judgment to the line, and righteousness to the plummet (Isa 

28:17)   

 

Uncompromising righteousness is required and is not negotiable. It is easier 

said than done in Africa. Many a Christian businessperson will be able to tell 

you hair-raising stories. This could be a topic for a whole book, but let us 

highlight a few important issues;  

 

 The laws of the country must be respected (Rom 13:1), but many (as 

much as 90%) of companies contravene some of the company act's 

requirements. For example a simple minute of a meeting requires a 

careful process. Proper notice in terms of the Memorandum and Article 

must be given, quorum must be present, the minute must be signed and 

pasted in a minute book with pre-numbered pages. If for example; the 

minute is not pasted, it is not a valid minute. Many, many other 

examples could be given.  

 Taxation is usually a test. 

 Employee remuneration could be a test, is minimum wages adequate 

and fair? 

 Over-optimism in your forecasts to the bank / financier is dishonest. 

 Not paying creditors as agreed upfront is unrighteous. 

 Bargaining for a lower than fair price from somebody that has no 

option otherwise is unrighteous. 

 Agreeing to commission / kickbacks to individuals, turning a blind eye, 

knowing that the person is in the wrong is sharing in his unrighteous 

deed. 

 I believe that with Satan as the accuser 'a small wrong can stop a large 

blessing'! We need to stand blameless before the Lord. 



e. Renewing of our minds (Rom 12:2) 

 

Our minds are not renewed and this is particularly true for the business 

environment. May be you were also taught that business and church does not 

go together. Well many now believe the next revival will be in the 

marketplace. We need to understand our position in Christ. We need to 

understand our redemptive purpose. We need to renew our minds in business! 

 

f. Some sundry thoughts 

 

Firstly, I have learnt over the years in business that we should respect the 

anointing of people. Anointing is not a general gift from God to a slave to do a 

helicopter pilot's job. No, it is a very specific gift to enable you to fulfil your 

calling. We need to firstly identify the anointing and the area in business and 

then respect and treasure it. Do not mix different anointing, it can only create 

confusion.  

 

Secondly, God's word does not for no reason command us not to unequal 

yoke. Unequal yoking can never represent a united front, thus with no unity 

there cannot be any blessing from our father. In addition, unequal scales or 

different value systems leads to compromises.  

 

Thirdly, accountability and transparency are King's report buzz words. It is 

critical for us to remain totally accountable to all stakeholders and total 

honesty at all stages. This touches on our moral values that can never be 

compromised as a Christian business person. 

 

 

4. Wealth for the Kingdom to be handed over. 

 

So many prophets are declaring that it is now the time that the wealth of the 

unrighteous will be transferred to the righteous. Ecc 2:26  state "For [God] giveth to a 

man that [is] good in His sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner He 

giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that He may give to [him that is] good before 

God." It is exciting if that is true for us and if it is now the time, or is it? Why are we 

excited? Does the sound of money excite us? Never-the-less, I do not believe that 

many of us are ready to receive the wealth that God wants to release for His Kingdom 

plan, unless we renew the wineskins to new wineskins!  

 

How many of us are ready? 

 


